CRAB  GEARS.
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or it has to wind round a: second drum ranged parallel with the main drum. Another set of gear is used for traversing the crab along the traveller beams. This may be simple, or compound, depending on the mass to be moved, and it is actuated by separate winch handles in hand crabs. The movement of the gears is communicated to a toothed wheel on the axle below, and so revolves that axle, and its wheels on the rails. The other axle is a trailer only. In
Fig. 132.
heavy steam crabs, front and rear axles are coupled with a rod, like locomotive axles.
Figs. 131, 132 represent typical arrangements for a hand crab with steel-plated cheeks, and employing a snatch or return block. In this example some of the shaft bearings are plummer blocks, others are bosses. The quick-lifting gears are pinion A, and wheel B, the latter being keyed on one end of the barrel c. D, E, and the pinion on the same shaft as F are the train of slow gears, G is the pillow block
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